Podiatric Relevance: Some medical and surgical specialties continue to lack a complete understanding of the importance of current limb salvage techniques. Specifically, they may question when partial foot amputations fail and eventually result in below the knee amputation. The concern is why the patient is subjected to multiple surgeries and not primarily referred to a vascular surgeon for below the knee amputation. This article contributes to the increasing body of evidence demonstrating the benefit of attempting foot salvage as a means of prolonging patient survival rates. Although certainly some partial foot amputations may ultimately go on to failure and eventual below or above the knee amputation, it appears that a well planned attempt at limb salvage is often in the best interest of the patient.
